Local Community Initiatives

University of Vermont course in the Mad River Valley

Project Submittal Form

The UVM course Local Community Initiatives is a service-learning course that allows undergraduate and graduate students to contribute to community projects in the Mad River Valley.  This course will be held in the fall of 2010.  The course was very successful and valuable for both students and Mad River Valley residents, alike, in the fall of 2009.  The final project reports are available at the Mad River Valley Planning District website at http://www.mrvpd.org/DocumentsLibrary.php.

Please see attached the course description and the list of expectations for students and project partners.

During the first weeks of the course, the students will choose from among 3-5 projects in the Mad River Valley.  Now is the time for interested community members to propose projects.  The projects will be compiled by the Mad River Valley Planning District and the Valley Futures Network.  A steering committee made up the of the course instructor, the Executive Director of the Mad River Valley Planning District, members of the Valley Futures Network, and other Mad River Valley community members will consider the projects submitted and choose a list to be proposed to the students.

Projects will be chosen based on:

· the likelihood of a project to be completed by students in the fall and winter of 2010;

· the learning potential that a project presents to the students and community partners;

· the extent to the which the project will contribute to efforts and partnerships going forward; and

· the impact that the project could have upon the Mad River Valley.
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For each project proposal please supply the following information:

Project Partner: __________________________________

The primary project contact. Estimated time commitment is 2-3 hrs/week based on 2009 course.  Please also consider the attached expectations of community partners.

Project Partner Address: ____________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________   Email: _____________________________________

Description of Project:

Description of Past Work Relevant to This Project:

Organizations Involved:

Please submit to Joshua Schwartz at the Mad River Valley Planning District at mrvpd@madriver.com by March 15, 2010.
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Attachment 1: Expectations of Project Partners and Students
Expectations of Project Partners/Representatives:

· Meet with the student group 3-4 times, including when the class visits the MRV.

· Give their phone and/or email contact info and be available for questions from the student group.

· Respond to Wednesday student group updates with questions/comments within 1-2 days.

· Participate in defining the purpose, expectations, deliverables and benchmarks of the project.

· Be the point of contact for the network/organization that the project is benefiting

· Provide a means of making contact with any local project participants (e.g. residents to be surveyed).

· Be respectful and receptive to student work and provide comments and questions.

Expectations of Students:

· Meet with project partners 3-4 times, including when the class visits the MRV.

· Give their phone and/or email contact info and be available for questions from the project partners.

· Conduct themselves in a respectful and reflective manner at all times.  Wear appropriate, non-offensive attire (hint: office-casual).

· Collaborate with project reps/partners in defining the purpose, expectations, deliverables and benchmarks of the project and in understanding any necessary background information.

· Submit weekly (Wednesday) group updates to the project partners.

· Fulfill project deliverables to the best of their abilities and within the time promised.

· Identify themselves as UVM students and be prepared to clearly and effectively explain the class and project to any study participants.

· To communicate any project difficulties and/or limitations to the class instructor and/or project reps/partners ASAP.

· Be thoughtful, conscientious and truthful in all research and presentation activities.
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Attachment 2: Course Description
Students will take an active role in local projects addressing a variety of essential community issues in the Mad River Valley region of Vermont with our course partners, the Mad River Valley Planning District and the Valley Futures Network.  Through local project work, case studies, course texts, student research and class discussions, we will learn about the different ways that community members work together to identify challenges, resources and solutions and how they envision their future.
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